
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zhang Wen Shi 
Country: North Korea 
 
 

Charge: ‘Defamation, spreading propaganda 

and false or misleading ideas, information, 

or materials. Subversion.’ 
 

Date of arrest: November 2014 
 

Released: November 2025 
 
 
 

Arrest and background 

Fifteen years imprisonment 

Zhang Wen Shi, also known by his Korean name and title as Deacon Jang, is an ethnically Korean‐ 

Chinese citizen who lived in Changbai, China, a town on the border with North Korea. He worked 

alongside Korean‐Chinese pastor Han Chung‐Ryeol, ministering to Koreans who crossed over to 

Changbai. 
 

Though it is illegal to cross into China without permission, North Koreans often visit border towns to 

purchase goods for reselling back home, to seek medicine or other help and to conduct business. 

Near Changbai, they gather herbs on the Korean side of the mountain and sell them at the market in 

Changbai. 
 

Jang regularly hosted these visiting North Koreans before they travelled home, giving them warm 

clothing, food and supplies for their return. He saw it as his Christian duty to welcome the stranger 

and, as a believer, shared about his faith to those willing to listen. 
 

A number of these Koreans became Christians. Some returned to Jang’s home repeatedly for more 

Bible training, and he and Pastor Han taught them how to share their faith with their loved ones. 

Their goal was always to see North Koreans return home. 
 

In November 2014 Jang was kidnapped from China and sentenced to 15 years in a North Korean 

prison. Fifteen months later, Pastor Han was lured from his home and stabbed to death in Changbai. 

 

In November 2025 it was reported that Jang had been released from prison and returned home to 

China. 
 

Pray: 
 

Give thanks for Deacon Jang’s release and pray for his well-being in the days ahead. 



 
 

November 2025 
 
 
 

Release International is a Christian ministry working through local church partners in 

around 30 countries across the world, helping persecuted Christians prayerfully, 

pastorally and practically. www.releaseinternational.org/prisoners 
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